SO CAL TA-TA III —
T

he concept of the SoCal Ta-Ta is
as simple as Admiral Nelson's observation that "Men and ships rot in port."
The Ta-Ta is a great excuse for everyone
to use their boats — and their minds and
bodies — while having fun on the ocean
and making new sailing friends.
The maximum of 50 boats signed up
for this, the third Ta-Ta, including nine
that had already done at least one of the
first two. Five of them came from as far
north as San Francisco Bay, and several
from as far south as San Diego. The largest boat was Interlude, the Deerfoot 74
doublehanded by Kurt and Katie Braun
of Alameda. The smallest was Boomerang, Chuck and Elaine VanderBoom's
Corsair 31 from Lake Havasu, which was
one of the five multihulls.
As weeklong West Coast ocean routes
go, the Ta-Ta course is about as good as
it gets. It starts in beautiful Santa Barbara with a kickoff party on the beach
at the Santa Barbara YC followed by a
24-mile reach to the east end of serene
Santa Cruz Island. After two nights at
the uninhabited island, there's a 16-mile
reach back across the channel to Channel Islands Harbor and the welcoming
arms of Dan Ward and Michele Lapointe,
who again offered free berthing on behalf
of Vintage Marina Partners-Channel
Islands Marina.
The next leg is the 24-miler down the
coast past County Line and Zuma Beach
to the anchorage at Paradise Cove. The
sailing finale is the 33-mile reach from
the cove to Two Harbors, Catalina, while
the event finale is the on-the-beach potluck and awards ceremony.

Chris Mendonca's Hunter 376 'Sea Wolf' on a spinny reach.

The Ta-Ta Kick-Off at the Santa Barbara.

Pat McCormick and Terry Albrecht.

'Volare' caught a rainbow at Santa Cruz Island.

A

las, this year's Ta-Ta sailing
conditions weren't quite as good as last
year's, which were so perfect they've
been enshrined in the Sailing Hall of
Fame. For example, the wind on this
year's first leg to Santa Cruz Island,
which is normally as reliable as a summer westerly on San Francisco Bay,
simply didn't show. The reach back
to Channel Islands was fine, but the
normally breezy run to Paradise Cove
saw nothing over 10 knots, albeit under
brilliant blue skies. It's always important
for an event to finish up strong, so the
reaching conditions for the last 20 miles
to Catalina — 13 knots, flat seas, and
blue skies — were just what the PooBob
was hoping for.
Other weather phenomena were different from last year, too. Instead of last
year's famous Blue Moon, there was rain
both nights at Santa Cruz Island. Rain,
some of you may remember is when
water falls out of the sky. Fortunately,
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Dreads in the winch on 'Vanishing Girl'. Ouch!

Two boats on the hook at scenic Santa Cruz.

Hartley Gardner strikes a pose.

Scott Stephens' Catana 411 'Santana'.

BEST WEEKLONG CRUISE ON THE COAST
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JESSICA HEINICKE, HARTLEY GARDNER & LATITUDE

Troy and Michele Stone's Island Packet 460 'Insula' powered by a $450 spinnaker.

Sundowner time aboard 'Profligate' at Santa Cruz Island.

Tom Olsen and Debra Hurst's Mason 43 'Trouble' got a little breeze leaving Santa Barbara.

John and Michelle Zeratsky of 'Aegea'.

'Trouble' having no problems.
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Ta-Ta fun, left to right from top left: Ron Bohannon and Linda Wells of 'Ditto'. Rusty, Michelle and Dan, hosts for free berths at Vintage Marina ParntersChannel Islands Marina. Hartley Gardner and Linda Johnstone of 'Atsa'. The Buffalo Milk Party aboard the 74-ft 'Interlude'. Reaching across the Santa
Barbara Channel to Channel Islands Harbor. Doña and Jeannie of 'Profligate'. An aerial view of boats departing Channel Islands Harbor. Circumnavigators Kurt and Katie of 'Interlude' display their viper inclinations. Chuck and Elaine VanderBoom finished most legs first with their Corsair 31 trimaran.

there was only enough to rinse the salt
off the boats.
Then, during the frivolity of the free
BBQ on the floating docks at Channel
Islands Harbor, the Grand PooBob had to
announce that thanks to a major earthquake off the coast of Chile, the coast of
California from San Clemente nearly to
Monterey was under a tsunami advisory.
According to the official advisory that
was read to the fleet, everyone with a
boat in a marina or harbor in the affected
area was advised to take their vessel to
sea. Members of the fleet weren't sure
what to do, but in the end, everybody
ignored the official advice. Fortunately,
there was only a minor disturbance in
the tides.

T

he fleet was also visited by a Coast
Guard helicopter and later a small Coast
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Guard boat; this the result of the skipper
of the Santa Barbara-based Columbia 36
Vesper firing off a red distress flare while
on the hook at Santa Cruz Island. The
following morning, the skipper explained
that it had been 'an accident'.
We're not sure what the final disposition of the incident was, but under 14 US
Code 88C, causing the Coast Guard to
believe they are responding to an emergency when they aren't can potentially
have severe consequences: A fine up to
$250,000, six years in prison, a $5,000
civil fine, and all Coast Guard costs.
One of the nice things about the short
Ta-Ta legs is that they allowed Profligate
to welcome skippers and first mates to
sundowner parties, one-third to each of
the three parties. When you get a crowd
down to 30, people really get a chance
to know one another.
The PooBob is always thrilled at the

variety of people who participate in the
Ta-Ta, as they are young, retired, white
collar, blue collar, etc. Our favorites were
Adam and Jessica Heinicke of the Morgan/Catalina 440 Volare. He'd done two
tours in Iraq as the pilot of a Blackhawk
helicopter. Jessica said she was a nurse
— and later admitted that she too had
done two tours in Iraq as the pilot of a
Blackhawk helicopter!
However, none of the Profligate parties could hold a candle to the Buffalo
Milk Party Kurt and Katie threw aboard
Interlude — a photo of which appears in
the dictionary under 'perfection' — that
was open to all 125 Ta-Ta participants.
There is a good chance there will be
another Ta-Ta next year, and if there is,
we're told Admiral Nelson is planning to
make an appearance. You wouldn't want
to miss that.
— latitude/richard

